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AUTOPSY REPORT 


JACK PRUITT. M. D. 

RAUU M. GUTIERREZ. M. D. 


/„ ^ VT OAN 1 -^ 

(Series No. 20) 4 

Name: Body No. 1, identified as William Ray Lawrence 
Date of Autopsy: August 10, 1973, 12:30 p.m. 

Place of Autopsy: Wyman Roberts Funeral Home, San Augustine, Texas 

Authority: San Augustine County, Texas Justice of the Peace C. A. Renfroe irl. 
Avitopsy Prosector: Jack Pruitt, M. D. 


CIRCUMSTANCES: Body found.burled near Broaddus, Texas^on the afternoon of 
Thursday August 9, 1973. 

GROSS EXAMINATION: The unclothed body is fully wrapped in a thick transparent 
plastic sheet and tied with several lengths of thick cord resembling Venetian blind 
cord about 1/8 inch in diameter. The body is that of a slender white adolescent male 
68 Inches in length, the weight not estimated. The scalp hair is light brown and 
straight, about shoulder length, 12 “ 15 Inches. The wrists are secured behind the 
body with fabric adhesive tape. The legs are similarly taped together just above the 
ankles. A noose of thick cord like that described around the original plastic wrapping 
is secured around the neck, typical of a "hangman's noose", with a loose end 12 inches 
long extending down the back. The tissues of the neck are compressed, and indicate 
that, this was applied tightly before death. 

The skin, is essentially Intact over the entire body, although very 
slippery and having advanced postmortem decomposition, and there is no evidence of 
any penetrating wound. The outer skin surfaces over the fingers and toes have sloughed 
away*, and make fingerprint Identification impossible, according to two Texas Department 
of Public Safety Investigators present at the scene. The facial features can be 
recognized, although the nose has advanced decomposition, the bones intact, no 
recognizable evidence of trauma. Two teeth are out of their sockets, numbers 1 and Z 
as indicated on the accompanying dental chart, postmortem in character, apparently 
all 32 teeth having erupted and having no evidence of decay or filling (see dental 
chart for description). The penis, scrotum and anus are intact, without evidence of 
mutilation, the pubic hair intact and recognizable. 

The heart, lungs, and abdominal organs are shrunken and pasty, virtually 
unrecognizable, but without evidence of severe antemortem trauma. 


According to information supplied by the father and the dentist, as well 
as a photograph published in the Houston Post, this body was identified as that of 
William Ray Lawrence, 15-year-old white boy. The condition of the body is consistent 
with a postmortem Interval of approximately one month. 


MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION: Microscopic examination of the solid organs is of no value 
because of the severe postmortem decomposition of the tissues. 


PA.TH0L0GIC DIAGNOSIS AlH) CAUSE OF DEATH: Death by strangulation, postmortem interval 


of about one month. 


Original to Judge Renfroe 
Xerox copy to Sheriff Hoyt 
Xerox copy retained for files 



Jack Pruitt, Mi.D., Diplomate 
of the American Board of Pathology 
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WILLL^ RAY LAWREMCt: 


(1) NO X-RAi’ EQLTIPMENT 
EXTERNAL XAM - 


(1) SKIN SlIPPAi:!: 

(2) FEATURES OF BODY V^ELL PRiSEIA/ED 

(3) PLASTIC SHEET AROUND BODY 

(4) ODRD AROUND NECK - WITH SLIP KNOT - LD^E HANa4A.N'S NOOSE 
IT WAS VERY TiaiT - ICNOT Q'J BACK 1' OF a)RD HUNG DON 

(5) EEEP GROOVE IN NECK UNTER OORD 

(6) BLOOD (HERDRRIAGE) IN TISSUES UNEER CORD 

(7) APPEARED STRANaiLATION BI=:F0FE DRATO CHOKTl^G WITH CD PD WILL 
CAUSE HEMORRIAG:] 

(8) AnESIVE TAPE AROIND WRISTS, 

(9) AERESI\E TAPE AROUND ANKLES 

(10) FACE REcm^iZADiE THOiai NOGi:: EEa>rc6r:D 

(11) TEEIE PRESENT EXCEPT IWO (2) - RIGIT #1 OR # 8 

ISl’ UPPER RDLAR & BACK WISDOM FOUND IN MOimi - PELL OUT OF 
SOCKET AFTER EFA-ni 
SEE PG. 0763 

INTERNAL XAM - 


(1) 5'8" TALI. 

(2) VISUAL EXAM (DII^^’T WEIQI) 125 - 140 LBS. 

(3) 14-16 YR. OID W/M 

(4) Liarr tan or Liarr brown hair 12" - 15" long 

(5) show photo of LAWRENCE & DR. WIU, I.D. 

(6) COMPARED DR. JCE'S X-PAYS OF TEETH TD PHOTO OF T'I?ETII 

(7) HE HAD BEEN SITPLIED A PHYSICAL EESCRIPTION OF BILLY - 
MATQED & HAD TEETH 

(8) NO CAVITIES OR FIIUNGS-TWO FRTNT TEETH WERE MOEERATELY 
PROMINENT, LARER THAN OTIERS; NOTOIING EFFECTT OF THESE 2 
TEETH - IN EESCRIPTION & BODY 









(9) BLIE EYES - FESCRIPTION S, BODY 

(10) NO FILLINGS IN 'lEETO OF BODY EXWINED & MO CAVITIES 

(11) CESCRIPITON HE RAD BEEN GIVEN - INCI.UDrD PRQMirjENT FRQnIT 
'lEETH & THIS MATOED 

(12) PHOTO OF BILLY - SAME & SHO(« NO'raUNG IN TEETH 

(13) NaiCHING SHOWS IN X-RAY 


WILLIAM RAY lAWRI^lCE 




SAIvI AUGUSTINE 


(1) AUTOPSY N()T DONI'^ BY DR. JOE. BECAUSE HE I'lEVl'lR RECEIVED BODY 

(2) KNOWN CENKL X-RAY OF LAl\?RniCE BY DR. W. L . GEORGE 

(3) GOT PHOTOGRAPHS OF BODY 

(4) OOMPARED X-RAY OF TEETH TO PHOTO OF DENTAL WORK 

(5) THIS OOMPARTSC^ MATCHES 


PRIOR EXlilBIT NOS. - ITEtl 

#81 - X-I^YS OF TOETH BY DR. GEORGE 


#83 

#25 

#84 



PHOTO OF BILLY LAWRENCE (DEAD) 













(14) BASED CM VISUM. XAM - IKIGITT, COIiOR EYIsS, COIDF & lET^'CTni 
OF HAIR, ICiaiT & FHOTOS - HIS OPINION - BIH.Y LAWIttJICE 

(15) CAUSE OF DEATH - STRANGUIATiai 

(16) DID AUTOPSY - AUGUST 10, 1973 BODY DEAD APPRDXIMA'I’ELY aJE MONUI 




Autopsy 

View 

Decedent:_ 

Address:_ 


THIS REPORT FOR REFERENCE & EHIMINATION PURPOSES ONLY 

INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT 

Investigator:._ - 

Case DID NOT COME TO 728 6 

_ WTT.T.TAM RAY T.AWRENCE _ RaceW _ SexM _ Age. l5 . 

310 West 31st St., Houston 


Death _ FOUND _ 8-9-7 3 _ Approx. Time — 8; OQPM - 

Place of npaty. -2% miles South of Broaddus, Texas off FM-3185. St . Augustine Cguntv 


Place of Inquest:- 

Date and Time of Inquest:- 

Location, Position, and Surroimdings of Body:_ SF.F. RET .OW 


Clothing: _ NAFFD- Fare up In grav& 


Information ; St. Augustlne County Pep. Sheriff RICHARD DAVIS furnished the 
following Info, on 8-11-73 at .7286^ - 


_ St. Augustin e Cox i nty -S heriff JOHN HOY X, Box 61, S t . Atig . u s. tine . , Tex as,— 

was directed to a gravesite near the above location by WAYNE HENLEY(suspe ct 
in the ab o ve case) on 8- 9 -73 ab o ut 8:00PM : — HENLEY identified t he - g r avesite 

as being at a point where 4 sticks were crossed on the ground. Beneflth the 
crossed sticks was a thin layer of ^rth~beneafh which there was a piyboard. 

Beneath the plyboard was a hole in the ground into which had been placed_ 

a substance similar to lime, along with a plastic covering, securely taped, 
conta ining th e bo d y of - th e -dec^ed. e fi£-. — T he - dece d e nt' s body h a d been rolled - 

in the plastic covering, but none of the lime substance was within the 


the decedent. His ankles were bound together with silver colored tape air 
conditioning tape. His wrists were taped l^ehing his back with similar tape. 

The grave was about 18"-19" in depth and there were two cinderblocks in the 

grave. 

__ Photos were taken at-the-scene by D.P.S-.,-, Austin. -- 

An autopsy was performed at the Wyman Roberts FH, St. Augustine, Texas 
on-8-10-73 by D r . JACK PRUI T T of Lufkin, Tega s^ — DX ; STRANGULA - T - I O N i - 


DEF. DAVTS SAID THAT HENLEY MADE THE STATEMENT THAT ONE OF THE "UNKNOWN 

#20. #21 OR #22 COULD BE A BOY NAMED ’’GARCIA." _ 

The cord found around the decedent's naisK neck was tagged at 7286 under 

Property: NONE) _ the name WTT.tlAM RAY LAWRENCE. _ 


Transferred to Morgue h y STTBSFOIIFNT TO THE AUTOPSY IN ST. AUGUSTINE THE BODY OF TH E 
DECEDENT WAS RELEASED BY ST. AUGUSTINE COUNTY AUTHORITIES TO FOREST PARK FH. 
Funeral Home Conducting .Service: Forest Park FH _ 
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Billy Ray Lawrence 


wml5 


dis, 6-4-73 d.o.b. 3-11-58 S'll^" 145-150 lb, 


Horace J. Lawrence - 862-9947 this is a non-listed number. Mr. Lawrence 
wants no-one to have it. 

dent. - Dr. William George - ^ 



\ 


no broken bones. 








